Footnotes for website
PART ONE

(p. 1) ‘The display of Mao’s fearsome temper...’
See Chen Jian, Zhou Enlai: A Life, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 2024, p. 550.

(p- 2) “Two days later his call to arms...’

See Geremie Barmé, ‘History Writ Large: Big-character Posters, Red Logorrhea

and the Art of Words’, Journal of Multidisciplinary International Studies, vol. 9, no. 3, 2012, pp.
17-18.

(p. 2) ‘Big-character posters were typically vitriolic ...’
Geremie R Barmé, ‘History Writ Large’, pp. 12-13.

(p. 2) ‘Not highly educated herself ...’
Julia Kwong, Cultural Revolution in China's Schools, May 1966-April 1969, Hoover Institution
Press, Stanford, 1988, pp. 3-5.

(p. 7) ‘The mass famine that ensued ...’
See Jasper Becker, Hungry Ghosts: Mao's Secret Famine, Macmillan, New York, 1998, passim.

(p. 7) ‘It doesn’t matter if a cat is black or white. If it catches mice, it's a good cat.’
Quoting a Sichuanese proverb, Deng actually said: ‘It doesn’t matter if a cat is yellow or black,

if it catches mice it's a good cat’ RE&EMER RFIEZE#EFH. Later, he changed it to ‘black or
white’, which is how most people, including in China, remember it.
See Party News Site Commentary, /0 FE "BE" %% A=20)114iE (The backstory to

Deng Xiaoping’s ‘Black Cat White Cat Theory’: it was originally a Sichuan saying’, Party

News Site Commentary, December 17, 2008, http://www.chinanews.com.cn/cul/news/2008/12-
17/1490780.shtml

(p. 8) ‘Worse still, Khrushchev preached peaceful coexistence ...’

See Letter of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China to the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, February 29, 1964.
https://www.marxists.org/subject/china/documents/polemic/sevenlet.ntm#15

(p. 8) ‘It trained and armed Tibetan guerrilla fighters...’

See Chicago Tribune, ‘The CIA’s Secret War in Tibet’, Chicago Tribune, 26 January 1997,
updated 11 August 2021, https://www.chicagotribune.com/1997/01/26/the-cias-secret-war-in-
tibet/#

(p. 9) ‘The shameless men, the villainous men ...’
Quoted in Delia Davin, ‘Gendered Mao: Mao, Maoism, and Women’ in Timothy Cheek (ed.), A
Critical Infroduction to Mao, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2010. p. 197.

(p. 9) ‘Shocked, she asked what else he’d heard...’
Li Zhisui, The Private Life of Chairman Mao: The Memoirs of Mao's Personal Physician,
Random House, 1996, pp. 366-369.
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(p. 9) ‘Denouncing “the trend towards individual enterprise”, he...’

See Mao Zedong, ‘Speech and the Tenth Plenum of the Eighth Central Committee’, 24
September, 1962. Quotations from translation in Maoist Documentation Project, ' Speech At
The Tenth Plenum Of The Eighth Central Committee’,
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-works/volume-8/mswv8 63.htm and
by Geremie Barmé, ‘The View from Maple Bridge — Ah, Humanity!, China Heritage, 5
February, 2023, online at https://chinaheritage.net/journal/the-view-from-maple-bridge-ah-

humanity/

(p- 10) ‘So too would his successors...’
See Geremie Barmé, ‘The View from Maple Bridge’.

(p. 10) ‘Meanwhile, Mao’s personality cult was growing.’
See Daniel Leese, ‘Mao the Man and Mao the Icon’ in Timothy Cheek (ed.), A Critical
Introduction to Mao, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2010, p. 225.

(p- 10) ‘Mao was pleased ...’

See Daniel Leese, ‘A Single Spark: Origins and Spread of the Little Red Book in China’ in
Alexander C Cook (ed.), Mao’s Little Red Book: A Global History, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 2014, p. 33.

(p. 10) ‘Other Party leaders including Deng Xiaoping...’
Daniel Leese, ‘A Single Spark’, pp. 31-32.

(p. 11) ‘Four Clean-Ups were needed...’
Translated in Edward Lawrence Wheelwright and Bruce McFarlane, ‘The Chinese Road to
Socialism: Economics of the Cultural Revolution’, Monthly Review Press, no. 51, 1970, p. 145.

(p. 11) ‘The Socialist Education Campaign and Four Clean-Ups would result...’
Frank Dikotter, The Cultural Revolution: A People’s History, 1962-1976, Bloomsbury, London,
2016, p. 21.

(p. 11) ‘Inspired by monumental North Korean stage extravaganzas...’

Tristan Shaw, ‘China’s greatest propaganda film: Zhou Enlai’s historical musical “The East is
Red”, The China Project, May 24, 2019, https://thechinaproject.com/2019/05/24/zhou-enlais-
historical-musical-the-east-is-red/.

(p. 12) ‘The emperors, generals, ‘scholars and beauties’...’
Peking Opera Theatre of Shanghai, Taking the Bandits' Stronghold: A Model of Peking Opera
on a Contemporary Revolutionary Theme, Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1968, pp. 3-4.

(p. 13) ‘Under the Party’s direction, other new cultural artefacts...’
See Laikwan Pang, The Art of Cloning: Creative Production During China's Cultural Revolution,
Verso Books, London, 2017, pp. 83-106.

(p. 14) ‘Wu Han wrote how the rebel-turned-emperor was prone ...’
Tom Fisher, “The Play's the Thing": Wu Han and Hai Rui Revisited’, The Australian Journal of
Chinese Affairs, no. 7, 1982, p. 35.

(p. 14) ‘Yao described Hai Rui Dismissed from Office as...’
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The Great Socialist Cultural Revolution in China: Volume 1, Foreign Languages Press, Peking
1967, p. 33.

(p. 15) ‘But he'd reportedly been implicated in the bugging...’

A lively Chinese language version of the story, which may be taken with a grain of salt and
which in the final part refers to the account by Dr Li quoted earlier, can be found at: Yumi Sui,
‘Why was Yang Shangkun’s eavesdropping on Chairman Mao exposed?’, BackChina, 4
January, 2022, https://www.backchina.com/blog/358289/article-351946.html.

(p- 15) ‘When in December 1965 Mao described Luo as an “ambitious schemer”...’
See Chen Jian, Zhou Enlai: A Life, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 2024, p. 531.

(p. 15) ‘On 18 April, the army newspaper, Liberation Daily, warned...’

See ‘Hold high the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung’s Thought and Actively Participate in the
Great Socialist Cultural Revolution’ — Editorial of the Liberation Army Daily, 18 April 1966,
reproduced in The Great Socialist Cultural Revolution in China, p. 1-2.

(p. 15) ‘It was only made fully public a year later...’

Any attempt to pin an exact date on the start of the Cultural Revolution or confine it to what
would later be called the ‘ten years of chaos’ (1966-1976), is to accept, as Geremie Barmé has
written, ‘a convenience that obfuscates many of the profound systemic issues that [still] lie at the
heart of one Party rule in China today’. Geremie Barmé, ‘5.16 — Sorry, Not Sorry’, China
Heritage, 28 November, 2018, https://chinaheritage.net/journal/5-16-sorry-not-sorry/.

(p. 16) ‘It was time to fight these monsters...’

Full quotation in Chinese: "Bi#=E - BUFE - EEREMIUERMEFMRREAY - BE—HREBHE
FEXNDF - —BERNAR - MIHSBESTIREN - ALEMEETRTARTMRER - XEAY - BLEWKITIRE
T BENERBWIRGE - ALEESIRNER  ®EFARMNEAA - GOHFSFERBEAOAY - MI1IEREE
BIIWNEE  SREEMLAFRHTEX—= Mao Zedong, quoted in The People’s Daily, 23 May
1967, p. 7, https://cn.govopendata.com/renminribao/1967/5/23/7/.

(p. 16) ‘The contest was existential...’
Roxane Witke, Comrade Chiang Ch’ing, Little, Brown, Boston, 1977, p. 320.

(p. 16) ‘A few days later, Premier Zhou Enlai added...’
Chen Jian, Zhou Enlai, pp. 541-42.

(p. 16) ‘The writer Deng Tuo was Beijing Party secretary for culture ...’
For more on Deng Tuo see Timothy Cheek, Propaganda and Culture in Mao’s China: Deng Tuo
and the Intelligentsia, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1997.

(p. 16) ‘The act of suicide was seen as an implicit rebuke...’

See Jonathan D Spence, ‘China’s Great Terror’, ChinaFile, 21 September 2006,
https://www.chinafile.com/library/nyrb-china-archive/chinas-great-terror; also Sheila Melvin,
‘Treasures of Deng Tuo, a Conformist Rebel’, New York Times, 7 May 2012,
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/08/arts/08iht-dengtuo08.html and Yan Fei, “Turning One’s
Back on the Party and the People”: Suicides during the Chinese Cultural Revolution’, China
Journal, vol. 91, no. 1, 2024, pp. 67-88, https://doi-org.rp.nla.gov.au/10.1086/729112.

(p. 17) ‘China is such a populous nation...’
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Quoted in Roderick MacFarquhar and Michael Schoenhals, Mao’s Last Revolution, Harvard
University Press, Cambridge, 2006, p. 110.

(p. 17) ‘They included some of China’s most reviled and brutal tyrants ...’
See Li Zhisui, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, pp. 122-23.

(p. 17) ‘Kang, who’d first endeared himself to Mao...’

See Gao Hua, How the Red Sun Rose: the Origins and Development of the Yan’an Rectification
Movement, 1930-1945 (trans. Stacy Mosher and Guo Jian), The Chinese University Press,
Hong Kong, 2018, p. 241.

(p. 17) ‘On 1 June, the paper editorialised...’
Republished in The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution: Volume 3, Foreign Languages Press,
1967, p. 1.

PART TWO

(p. 19) ‘Revolutionaries are Monkey Kings, their golden rods are powerful...’
Translation from Geremie Barmé, ‘History Writ Large’.

(p- 20) ‘Luo Xiaohai himself eventually became distressed...’
See Luo Xiaohai's interview in the documentary Morning Sun (2003).

(p. 20) ‘State media under the control of the Cultural Revolution Group...’
(Chinese Literature 1966: 42—43), Quoted in Geremie Barmé, ‘History Writ Large’, p. 12.

(p- 21) ‘It didn’t even matter that official policy insisted a person’s political status...’
See Felix Wemheuer, A Social History of Maoist China: Conflict and Chang, 1949-1976,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2019, pp. 206-15.

(p. 22) ‘State media outdid itself in praise...’

See James Carter, ‘Power of symbolism: the swim that changed Chinese history’, The China
Project, 14 July 2021, https://thechinaproject.com/2021/07/14/power-of-symbolism-the-swim-
that-changed-chinese-history/ and David Bandurski, ‘The Jury is Out: Mao Zedong Swam
Faster than Today’s Olympic Champions’, Medium, 18 May 2016, https://medium.com/china-
media-project/the-jury-is-out-mao-zedong-swam-faster-than-todays-olympic-champions-
d01a38bee2f3.

(p. 22) ‘According to his physician, who swam with him, he mostly...’
Li Zhisui, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, p. 463.

(p. 22) ‘She would soon go from having no place in the Party’s official hierarchy...’
Roderick MacFarquhar and Michael Schoenhals, Mao’s Last Revolution, p. 106.

(p. 22) ‘She told the Red Guards that violence against ‘bad people’ was fine...’
Andrew G Walder, Fractured Rebellion: the Beijing Red Guard Movement, Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, 2009, p. 149.

(p. 23) ‘Within three months, there would be some 15 to 20 million Red Guards...’
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Edward Lawrence Wheelwright and Bruce J. McFarlane, The Chinese Road to Socialism:
Economics of the Cultural Revolution, Monthly Review Press, New York, 1970, p. 113.

(p. 23) ‘Early the following year, Premier Zhou Enlai added a caveat...’

Dick Wilson, Mao Tse-Tung in the Scales of History: A Preliminary Assessment Organized by
the China Quarterly, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1977, p. 252.

(p- 23) ‘By 5 August, the day Mao wrote ‘Bombard the Headquarters!’...’

Tania Branigan, Red Memory: The Afterlives of China's Cultural Revolution, Faber & Faber,
London, 2023, p. 92.

(p. 24) ‘He died in a coma on 5 August.’
See Wang Yougqin, Victims of the Cultural Revolution (trans. and ed. Stacy Mosher), Oneworld
Academic, London, 2023, pp. 19-23.

(p- 24) ‘On 6 August, Jiang Qing again addressed Red Guards...’
Description and quotes from Roxane Witke, Comrade Chiang Ch’ing, Little, Brown, Boston,
1977, p. 323.

(p. 24) ‘As Red Guards tormented his father...’
See the Chinese language article ‘BREIBRRXFHRTE at
http://paper.people.com.cn/rmwz/html/2009-10/01/content_390875.htm

(p. 24) ‘The shame and confusion...’

Quoted in Li Chengping, ‘When It All Comes down to It, China Has No Real “New Year” (trans.
Geremie Barmé), ChinaFile, 21, 2024, https://www.chinafile.com/reporting-
opinion/viewpoint/when-it-all-comes-down-it-china-has-no-real-new-year.

(p. 24) ‘While advocating for the use of persuasion over force...’

‘The attitude of Communists towards any person who has made mistakes in his work should be
one of persuasion in order to help him change and start afresh and not one of exclusion, unless
he is incorrigible.” Mao Zedong, ‘The Role of the Chinese Communist Party in the National War’,
1938, translation from https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/works/red-
book/quotes.htm. For translations of the Sixteen Points, see The Peking Review, vol. 9, no. 33,
August 12, 1966, pp. 6-11; https://www.marxists.org/subject/china/peking-review/1966/PR1966-
33g.htm, and Wm. Theodore Bary and Richard Lufrano (eds), Sources of Chinese Tradition:
Volume 2, Columbia University Press, New York, 2000, pp. 474-75.

(p. 25) ‘He told them: “Our hope is placed on you...”
Trans. in Geremie Barmé, ‘Cutting a Deal with China’, China Heritage, 20 July, 2017,
https://chinaheritage.net/journal/cutting-a-deal-with-chinal/.

(p. 25) ‘After all, they “had never fought a war”.’
Quoted in Roxane Witke, Comrade Chiang Ch’ing, pp. 319-320.

(p. 26) ‘Some poured boiling water over their victims...’
Tania Branigan, Red Memory, p. 100.

(p. 26) ‘The Minister of Public Security Xie Fuzhi...’
Translated in Andrew G Walder, Fractured Rebellion, p. 150.
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(p. 26) ‘By the end of ‘Bloody August'...’
See, among many other sources, lan Johnson, Sparks: China's Underground Historians and
Their Battle for the Future, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2023, p. 199.

(p. 26) ‘The Beijing crematorium couldn’t keep up....’
Yang Xianyi, White Tiger: An Autobiography of Yang Xianyi, Chinese University Press, Hong
Kong, 2002, p. 223.

(p. 26) ‘With the help of security forces, Red Guards...’
See Frank Dikétter, The Cultural Revolution: A People’s History, pp. 92-93.

(pp. 26-27) ‘Meeting in mid-August, the Central Committee declared that...’

‘Communiqué of the 11th plenary session of the Eighth Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China’ (Adopted on 12 August, 1966), Peking Review, vol. 9, no. 34, August 19 1966,
pp. 4-8.

(p. 27) ‘Mao had ‘raised’ Marxism-Leninism to a whole new level...’
ibid.

(p. 27) ‘She wept tears of joy: “I was drunk on happiness...”
Liu Xiaoqing quoted in Geremie Barmé, Shades of Mao: The Posthumous Cult of the Great
Leader, M.E. Sharpe, New York, 1996, p. 174.

(p. 27) ‘Another Red Guard declared the day of the rally...’
Roderick MacFarquhar and Michael Schoenhals, Mao’s Last Revolution, p. 110.

(p- 27) ‘In 1949, Mao had promised that the Communists...’
In Chinese: BMAEEREIR—EEHR - RAEFSRER—EHHR (trans. G. Barmé).

(p. 28) ‘According to Lin Biao, ‘Armed struggle can only touch the flesh...’
B DR EA S s E RS (Lin Biao, 31 August, to Red Guards), Lin Biao, Guanyu

wuchanjieji wenhuadagemingde liangpian jianghua (Two Speeches on the Great Proletarian

Cultural Revolution), People's Publishing House, Beijing, 1966, p. 5

(p. 28) ‘The radicals disapproved of traditional expressions of femininity.’
See Laikwan Pang, The Art of Cloning, p.11.

(p. 28) ‘One exception to the clench-fisted fierceness of female representation...’
ibid., pp. 108-12.

(p. 29) ‘Wang was promoted...’

Geremie Barmé, The Forbidden City, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 2008, footnotes to
p.16, online at
https://web.archive.org/web/20140302235012/http://ciw.anu.edu.au/projects/theforbiddencity/not
es.php?chapter=chapter1.

(p- 29) ‘The Red Guards wanted to destroy the palace completely.’
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See Liu Beisi's dramatic reconstruction of events in the Gugong cangsang, Forbidden City
Publishing House, Beijing, 2004, pp.178-182

(p- 29) ‘Red Guards slapped Shan around so viciously...’
Geremie Barmé, The Forbidden City, p. 19.

(p. 29) ‘Others on the list included some women Party veterans...’
See Wang Yougqin, Victims of the Cultural Revolution, p. 306. Also see Delia Davin, ‘Gendered
Mao’ in Timothy Cheek (ed.), A Critical Introduction to Mao, pp 211-212.

(p- 29) ‘Public security forces helpfully pointed Red Guards to their homes.’
Julia Kwong, Cultural Revolution in China's Schools, p. 75.

(p. 32) ‘The logic given was that if everything was destroyed...’

Denise Y. Ho, Curating Revolution: Politics on Display in Mao's China, Cambridge Studies in the
History of the People's Republic of China, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2017, p.
233-234.

(p. 32) ‘By September 1967...
ibid., p. 236.

(p. 32) ‘The former Beijing deputy mayor endured ...’
Wang Yougqin, Victims of the Cultural Revolution, p. 282.

(p. 32) ‘One professor victimised in the Cultural Revolution later commented...’
Qian Liqun, quoted in Laikwan Pang, The Art of Cloning, p. 9.

(p. 32) ‘When the 62-year-old feminist author Ding Ling was forced ...’
Li Yong, ‘Wenhua dageming zhong de mingrenzhi yu’ (The imprisonment of famous people in
the ‘Cultural Revolution’), Central Nationalities Institute Publishing House, Beijing, 1993, p. 387.

(p. 33) ‘At 67, he was chairman of the Beijing Writers’ Association ...’
See Wang Yougqin, Victims of the Cultural Revolution: Testimonies of China's Tragedy, Simon
and Schuster, New York, 2023, p. 283.

(p. 33) ‘He had once urged other ‘gentle people’ like himself...’

ibid., pp. 288-289; other sources include ‘Lao She: His life, books and tragic death’, Facts and
Details, updated October 2021, online at https://factsanddetails.com/china/cat7/sub39/entry-
7556.html.

(p- 33) ‘The crematorium workers threw away his ashes.’
Wang Yougqin, Victims of the Cultural Revolution, p. 286.

(p- 33) ‘Nearly 18 percent of ‘unnatural deaths’ in Beijing alone...’

Yan Fei, “Turning One’s Back on the Party and the People”: Suicides during the Chinese
Cultural Revolution’, China Journal, vol. 91, no. 1, 2024, pp. 67-88, https://doi-
org.rp.nla.gov.au/10.1086/729112.

(p. 34) ‘Terrified that they intended to murder him...’
Yang Xianyi, White Tiger, p. 230.
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(p. 34) ‘He became a Chinese citizen in 1957 and in 1964...
Wang Xueyuan et al., eds, Senior Foreign Experts in China, State Administration of Foreign
Experts Affairs, Beijing, 2005, pp. 1-9.

(p. 35) ‘He had reportedly pointed the Red Guards at Xianyi and Gladys Yang.’

Geremie Barmé, ‘In a retro mood: The ethical dilemmas of cutting a deal with Xi Jinping’s
China’, The China Project, 15 September, 2023, online at
https://thechinaproject.com/2023/09/15/in-a-retro-mood-the-ethical-dilemmas-of-cutting-a-deal-
with-xi-jinpings-chinal/.

(p- 35) ‘Their monopolising of public transport had economic consequences...’
Edward Lawrence Wheelwright and Bruce McFarlane, ‘The Chinese Road to Socialism’, p. 113.

(p- 35) ‘In one area of southwestern Guangxi province alone, local...’

Yongyi Song, ‘Chronology of Mass Killings during the Chinese Cultural Revolution (1966-1976)’,
SciencesPo, 25 August, 2011, online at https://www.sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-
massacre-resistance/en/document/chronology-mass-Kkillings-during-chinese-cultural-revolution-
1966-1976.html.

(p. 36) ‘Anyone who had been targeted in a previous thought reform or...’
lan Johnson, Sparks, p. 103.

(p. 36) ‘As one person put it, ‘We starve until our skulls shine through our scalps...’
Quoted in Christian Sorace, ‘Metrics of Exceptionality’, Critical Inquiry, vol. 46, no. 3, 2020, p.
564.

(p. 36) ‘The discovery of gold and other precious objects...’

Sang Ye and Geremie R Barmé, “That which cannot be taken away’ — Analects’, China
Heritage, 20 February, 2024, online at https://chinaheritage.net/journal/that-which-cannot-be-
taken-away-analects/.

(p. 38) ‘He famously kept some people safe...’
Dick Wilson, Zhou Enlai: A Biography, Viking Press, New York, 1984, p. 240.

(p- 38) ‘He never broke ranks with Mao, endorsing the Cultural Revolution as a ‘fierce and long-
term struggle”
Quoted in ibid., p. 239.

(p. 38) ‘...'we must never — never — pour cold water on the young’.’
ibid., p. 240.

(p. 38) ‘The Red Guards, fed up with his attempts at moderation, called him...’
ibid., p. 249.

(p. 38) ‘Still, he suggested that maybe they shouldn’t actually kill people.’
ibid., p. 245.

(p. 38) ‘When waiters at the Peking Hotel declared that they’d no longer...’
ibid., p. 246.

(p. 39) ‘At the same time, Zhou instructed factory managers...’
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Zhou Enlai, Zhou Enlai xuanji, xiajuan, (Zhou Enlai’s Selected Writings, Vol.2), People’s
Publishing House, Beijing, 1984, p. 458.

(p- 39) ‘When Lin Biao told Red Guards to go after revisionists...’
Dick Wilson, Zhou Enlai, p. 248.

(p- 39) ‘In May he promoted him...’
Shen Xiaoyun, ‘The Sudden Rise and Fall of Tao Zhu’, Modern China Studies, no. 2, 2016, p.
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